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2020 Term Dates 

Term 1  3 February to 9 April 

Term 2  27 April to 3 July 

Term 3  20 July to 25 September 

Term 4  12 October to 18 December 

What’s on at Gowrie in Term 1! 

MARCH 

Week 6 

Wednesday   11th  Scholastic Book Club Out 

Friday    13th  NATIONAL RIDE 2 SCHOOL DAY 

Year 3 Assembly  

     

Week 7 

Monday   16th  Netball Clinics 

Wednesday   18th  Preschool Kenny Koala Visit 

    Scholastic Book Club Due Back 

Thursday   19th  Kindergarten Parent Reading Workshops – 5.00pm 

    Netball Clinics 

Friday    20th  HARMONY DAY 

 

Week 8 

Monday   23rd  P&C Meeting – 6.30pm 

    Board Meeting – 5.30pm 

    Netball Clinics 

    Year 1 & 2 Reading Workshop – 5.00pm 

Thursday   26th  Netball Clinics 

Friday    27th  Year 2 Assembly 

    Earth Hour 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

BEFORE AND AFTER SCHOOL CARE 

YMCA Program  

Before School Care 7:00am – 9:00am daily 

After School Care 3.00pm – 6.00pm daily 

Contact Numbers 

YMCA Office:  6242 4040 

Mobile (Contact after 2.30pm):  0404 635 730 

We are an Approved Service for Child Care Benefits 

GOWRIE GAZETTE   
Term 1, Week 6 

11th March 2020 

UNIFORM SHOP 

Uniform shop Opening hours for 2020 

FRIDAY 8.30AM – 9.00AM 

CONTACT: TINA 0468 472 311 
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

Gowrie Primary School is very privileged to have a large amount of interest in the School 

Board positions for 2020. We have 2 vacant positions and 3 parents have nominated. As a 

result we must conduct a community vote. Voting open’s today Wednesday 11th March and 

will close Wednesday 18th March. We encourage all families to vote. Voting can be done 

through the front office. Please note only one vote per family and the vote must be by an 

adult (students can drop the votes in the ballot box). We have attached a voting slip for 

submission. 

 

Please see a brief summary of the nominations to help you decide; 

Alice Buck 

Hello GPS community. I am Alice, mother of Molly (Grade 3) and Rupert (Kindergarten), long 
time resident of Gowrie and ex student myself. I have made my best effort to be involved in 
the school community since Molly started preschool. Having previously held a Board position 
and taken on various roles in the P&C, I do understand the very valuable contribution that 
both make to the school and I am passionate about continuing to find a way to contribute. 
Most recently I took the lead on introducing the new preschool uniform and managing the roll 
out for the current preschool year group, which has been received very well. 
 
As a Board member, I would like to apply some focus to making sure our OOSHC is as good as 
it can be. I also think it is important, after a summer like we have had, to find some focus for 
reviewing and continually improving our community impact on the environment. I see no 
reason that GPS cannot be a leader in the way we all use water, dispose of waste and more. 
 
But, ultimately, I am your representative, and whilst I very rarely manage to get to a drop off 
or pick up when juggling life as a full time Development Manager, I will always be happy to 
take a phone call or an email and discuss / champion any issue you might have. 
 

Paul van Campenhout 

I am the father to Min in Year 3 and Joon in Year 1 and we all moved into the Gowrie Primary 

School community last year. We were drawn here by the caring community, support for 

students with diverse needs and the data driven approach that staff use daily to care for all 

students and their learning. We certainly haven’t been disappointed and as a result I feel like I 
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have a responsibility to give something back to the school that has already given my sons so 

much. As a member of the Gowrie Primary School board I will represent our families with 

passion to ensure our children they have the resources, support and environment to they 

need to thrive.  

 

I have twenty six years of experience working in schools and for ACT Education so I certainly 

understand how schools work and the role of the School Board in ensuring that all students 

have systems in place to support their learning. In my time, I have been on a number of School 

Boards, as a teacher representative, school leader and most recently as a parent. I served as 

Board Chair at my son’s previous school and I worked hard to bring resources to where they 

were most needed – in the classroom and on the playground – for the children’s educational 

needs and their overall health and wellbeing.  I look forward to bringing my experience to 

Gowrie Primary School and doing my best to represent the families of our school as a member 

of the School Board.  

 

Belinda Newham 

 

"My husband and I have two sons, both at Gowrie Primary School (well, one in preschool!), 

and we live locally and have been part of the community for over a decade. I am passionate 

about making an impact on decisions that matter in the world, including those that affect our 

children and their futures.  My job as Director at a specialised consulting firm in Canberra 

allows me to work with large organisations on complex problems like these every day.    

I have served Boards in the not-for-profit and government sectors as well as in 

the entrepreneurial community. I have particular experience in cyber security engagement 

and education, and more than 10 years working in communication and media roles.  I 

completed the Australian Institute of Company Directors course for Board Directors and have 

maintained my membership through practical experience and ongoing professional 

development.  I would love the opportunity to apply my expertise to the Board to support the 

ongoing improvement of Gowrie Primary, and achieve great outcomes for the school and our 

kids." 

 

Simon  
Principal 
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MESSAGE FROM THE DEPUTY PRINCIPAL 
 

Positive Behaviour for Learning (PBL)  

Teachers and students at Gowrie Primary are continuing our professional learning with PBL 

this year.  Our four main expectations are Be Safe, Be Respectful, Be Responsible and Be a 

Learner.  This year we are focusing on PBL in the playground and each class has spent time 

discussing rules and expectations to enhance student learning and wellbeing.  This fortnight 

we have been focusing on Be Respectful. New posters are on display around the school to 

promote these expectations.   

 
Kindergarten Reading Workshop 2020 – Thursday 19 March  

We invite all Kindergarten parents to attend our popular Parent Reading Workshop on 

Thursday 19  March from 5.00 – 6.00pm in your child’s classroom. This practical workshop will 

support parents to assist their children with reading at home and to provide information 

about effective reading strategies teachers use to teach reading at school. Hope to see you all 

next week! 

 
Harmony Day - Friday 20 March 
Harmony Day is celebrated annually, in Australia.  The message of Harmony Day is ‘everyone 
belongs’. This special day is about inclusivity, celebrating diversity, respect and belonging. This 
year the school will again be celebrating Harmony Day on Friday 20 March. Students will be 
encouraged to wear orange coloured clothing or a multicultural/traditional dress to school. 
 
Parent/Carer Workshop – Read & Write for Google Chrome 

Read & Write for Google Chrome (RW4G) offers support for Google Docs and the web and is 

especially beneficial for students with diverse literacy needs. It offers a range of powerful 

support tools to assist students to gain confidence with reading, writing, studying and 

research e.g. text to speech, speech to text, word prediction. 

See flyer for more details. 

 

Parents as Partners in Learning 
Parents play a big role in helping their children to be confident and enthusiastic learners by 
helping them believe they can do well at school, that trying hard and doing their best is 
important, and helping them be organised, navigate challenges and solve problems. Here are 
some tips and ideas about the things you can do to help your child’s learning. 
https://www.education.act.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0003/807438/150897-PF-What-
You-Can-Do-At-Home_PE-in-Primary-School.pdf 
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Easter Hat Parade 

Our annual Easter Hat Parade will be held on Wednesday 8 April at 9.15am. We look forward 

to seeing unique hat creations! The P&C is organising the Easter Raffle, so start collecting eggs 

& decorations to donate soon. The P&C have sent a note out with more details. The more 

donations we receive the more great prizes to be won! Please add this date to your diary and 

come along and celebrate this special event. 

 

Have a great week! 

Angela Georgopoulos    

Deputy Principal 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LOST KEYRING 

If you have lost this keyring, please come and see the front office staff. 

 

 

mailto:gowp@gowrieps.act.edu.au


________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Gowrie Primary School                                                  Principal: Simon Smith                      gowp@gowrieps.act.edu.au  
Jeffries Street Gowrie ACT 2904                                   
T:  (02) 6142 1960                                                            

 
 

MERIT AWARDS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ALLERGIES AT GOWRIE - Gowrie is a “Nut Aware” school. 
 

Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
This year Gowrie has a number of students who have severe allergic reactions to peanuts, tree nuts (cashews, pistachios, hazelnuts 
and almonds) and also coconut.   
 
We are asking that you consider this when packing your child’s lunch and recess.  Spreads such as Nutella and Almond Paste could 
set off an anaphylactic reaction in some students which may require the use of an EpiPen and an ambulance being called.   
 
Please read labels on muesli bars and look for nut free items where possible.  Thank you for your support in this matter. 
 
Regards, 
Simon Smith  
Principal  

CLASS AWARDED TO 

ATHLLON 

KG Eloise P 
GULLA GULLA 

1F Elodie H & Billy B 
1PH Joseph K & Nichelle A 

2B Lucy P & Jakob K 
LAMBRIGG 

3D Suraya B 

3T Hamish P & Georgia L  
3/4W Larmyah D & Tomek D 

4S Logan N & Imogen K 
LANYON 

5/6H Jack W & Brooke M  

5/6HA Xavier L & Sophie L 
5/6W Lily K & Natasha G 

BRINDABELLA 
K-2L Bianca L 

4-5B George B 
ARTS & LANGUAGE 

JAPANESE Danielle C & Ebony H 

ART Molly B & Alexander H 
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GULLA GULLA NEWS 
 

1HP and 1F have had a very busy and exciting start to the year. We have all enjoyed getting to 

know each other and have learnt a lot of new things about our peers with the help of our 

“getting to know me bags”.  Students have been working hard to display all Gowrie counts 

values and fill each other’s buckets by being kind, helpful and supportive.  

We have been focusing on using our reading strategies in our guided reading groups. Students 

enjoy sunshine online, reading to someone and using the whisper phones in guided reading 

groups.  

 

During week 5 the students started learning about Netball and the skills that you use to play 

the game. We focused on running games and chest passes.  

 

Students have been learning about location in Maths. They enjoyed going outdoors to give 

and follow directions with a partner.  
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2M and 2B have had a fantastic start to 2020! We have spent some time getting to know each 
other and talking about the Gowrie Counts values; Cooperation, Owns own behaviour, 
Understands and accepts diversity, Never give up, Treats others with respect and friendliness 
and Supports others. The students have settled into the new year with confidence and 
adjusted to new routines.  
 
In maths our focus has been place value and ordering numbers. The students have been 
introduced to a range of fun games to practise these skills and reinforce knowledge. From this 
point we will investigate the importance of place value when solving two- and three-digit 
addition problems. 
 
Our guided reading groups are in full swing and all students have the opportunity for explicit, 
small group reading opportunities with a teacher focusing on comprehension strategies. On 
top of this students are encouraged to read books of interest.  
Year 2 students have begun constructing narrative writing samples. They are using a writing 
plan to support their paragraphs. Once the first draft is completed, students are receiving peer 
and teacher feedback before beginning a second draft. 
 
It was great meeting families during ‘getting to know you’ interviews. As always, please 
contact us with any questions and queries 
 

Harmony Day 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
Gowrie Primary will celebrate Harmony day on Friday March 20th. Harmony Day is the  
opportunity for us to recognise Australia’s cultural diversity. It’s about inclusiveness, respect 
and a sense of belonging for everyone.  
 
To help us celebrate this event everyone is encouraged to wear orange, colourful clothes or 
their national dress to celebrate our diverse community.  
 
Children will also participate in classroom activities to help them understand the significance 
of this day as well as contribute to a whole school display in the library, ‘Many Hands Grow 
our School’.  We look forward to a day of harmony! 
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BRINDABELLA NEWS 
 

It’s been a great start to the year in Brindabella.  We have two classrooms this year, K-2L and 
4-5B. 
 
In K-2L our literacy focus has been “A Commotion in the Ocean”.  We read this book, and 
wrote stories about the sea life we can find in our oceans.  Our classroom has become an 
underwater wonder world decorating our walls, with sharks, jellyfish, turtles and 
clownfish.  We have sensory play with sand, shells and sea animals and we even met a real 
turtle thanks to Anna who brought in Franklin and Mertle for us to meet. All of the students 
have been engaged in their learning with the ocean as our focus. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are working hard to write our letters practicing how to write them on our boards, and in 
our writing. It's getting better every day. We love watching the handwriting videos to practice 
our letter formation and we practice this in our writing. 
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We are really enjoying our learning of geography.  This term we are learning about places and 
what makes them special.  We have been using Google Maps to explore how places can be 
represented on maps. In our travels online we have been to Greenland, Vietnam, Niagra Falls, 
China and various places around Australia to gain an understanding of our place on Earth. 
After looking at Gowrie Primary school on Google Maps we went for a walk around our school 
to locate all the important features of our school, including natural, constructed and managed 
features. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Back in the classroom, we talked about all the features of our school, and created our own 
map of Gowrie Primary School. 
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SRC NEWS 
 
The SRC have been meeting to discuss how to make our school ‘green’. We have participated 
in the ‘Clean up Schools’ campaign and hope to reduce our waste by the end of the year.  
 
The SRC has welcomed the orange bin from Communities@work to the Front Office. This is an 
opportunity for the community to donate food stuffs as contributions to their community 
pantry. The orange bin will be collected every fortnight.  
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SWIMMING CARNIVAL 
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Dear Parents/Carers, 

Preschool to year six students will be participating in the Chief Ministers Reading Challenge 

until the 31 of July (term 2, week 3). The challenge is all about encouraging students to read 

more books and to support students in discovering a joy for reading different genres. Students 

can make their own book choices, including novels, non-fiction, poetry, or books in a language 

other than English.  

Preschool to year six students are encouraged to read 30 books in the given timeframe. 

Students will be working on the challenge during class time, however if you wanted to support 

your child at home, that would be greatly appreciated. You can record any books that you 

read aloud to your child or that your child reads independently to themselves, as well as the 

books they read and listen to on sunshine online. There is a reading recording sheet for you to 

write down the books that are read at home. Please return this to your child’s teacher when 

the challenge has been completed. Each student will receive a participation award and go into 

the draw to win a book prize.  

 

Tips for reading with your child during the challenge:  

• visit the local library and enjoy spending time choosing new books and reading 
together, including e-books and audio books. 

• identify online reading, such as sunshine online. 

• make sure your home is a reading home - with books and quiet, comfortable spaces to 
read. 

• encourage your children to read in any of the languages your family uses. 

• identify or schedule time for reading, such as before bed.  

• read books together before watching the film and then share thoughts about the two 
portrayals of the story. 

• support your child to search for books in interest areas, such as hobbies, sports, genres, 
favourite authors and biographies. 

• read the books together with funny voices or take turns to read different characters. 

• talk about your favourite parts of the books and which authors you like the most. 

• allow your child to choose how to read the book. They may like to do echo reading with 
you (parent reads and the child echoes back), shared reading with you (taking turns to 
read) or independent reading (read to you or to themselves). 
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Kumon invites children of all abilities to progress to their 

maximum potential and develop into enthusiastic and 

confident learners. Using manageable steps in the form 

of daily worksheets, Kumon promotes a study pattern 

that holds our students in good stead for later education. Call Jane today! 6292 3645. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

P&C Fundraising Update 

 

All fundraising orders will need to be made through the QKR app 

This decision has been taken to bring our P&C in line with many other schools, and to ensure 

the P&C can manage orders in an efficient manner. 

QKR is easy to download and set up. A guide to assist you is provided in this note. If you 

have any problems with QKR, please contact Katie Wilkinson at 

katiewilkinson185@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We will also be running our annual Easter raffle which will be drawn at 

the Easter hat parade assembly on Wednesday 8 April. There will be a 

prize per class as well as a major prize draw. 

Donations of the following items would be greatly appreciated. Please 

drop donations at the front office by Friday 3 April. 

• Easter chocolates 

• Easter toys  

• Easter baskets/gift boxes 

• Ribbon 

• Cellophane  

Raffle tickets are $1 each, 3 tickets for $2 or 10 tickets for $5.  

To purchase raffle tickets please order on Qkr! by 5pm Tuesday 7 April.  
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2020 Poetry & Short Story 

WRITING 
COMPETITION 

 

Calling All School Students 

The competition is NOW OPEN. Please send your 16 line (or less) poem OR 500 word 

(or less) short story for your chance to win fantastic CASH and PRIZES.  

 

Entries close 31st March 2020 

  

 

ENTER NOW 

mailto:gowp@gowrieps.act.edu.au
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https://write4fun.cmail20.com/t/r-l-jhtidjn-yduyiljyjr-t/
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THERE IS NO THEME 

Students are encouraged to write on any topic and in 

any style. 

Entry is FREE and there are fantastic prizes! .  

There will be 1st, 2nd and 3rd and 13 finalists in each 

division (poetry AND short story). 

Your poem or short story will also be considered for 

inclusion into a Write4fun Hardcover Book! 

*Hint:  Write something that YOU love to read. 

 

 

 

Try These Story Starters... 

See if any of these kick start your imagination! 

1. Whoever said 'Pigs can't fly' had never been to THIS 

farm... 

  

2. I'm so proud of myself, today I broke the world record 

for... 

  

3. I'd always wanted a superpower but never in a million 

years thought it would be this... 

  

4. Being a famous YouTuber is awesome. It's the best job 

in the world. Especially the part when... 

5. I stared at the lotto ticket in shock. I had just won $50 

million dollars!!! 

 
  

  

DOWNLOAD POSTER 

ENTER HERE 
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Get Kids Writing 

Everyone has a story to tell and we can't wait to read 

yours! 

A fun way to encourage students to be creative with 

writing! 

Poems and short stories must be submitted by Tuesday 

31st March 2020. 

 

Enter online at www.write4fun.net 

OR  email  enter@write4fun.net 

OR  mail  PO Box 2734, Nerang DC QLD 4211 

OR fax  07 5574 3644 

 

  

 

Rewarding Schools 

The school that submits the most entries will receive $1 

for each entry.    

 

200 entries = $200.  That's easy Math! 

 

It pays to encourage our students to be creative! 

Entries must be submitted by Tuesday 31st March 2020. 

Remember, students are only permitted one entry each.  

Either a short story OR a poem! 

Complete rules can be found on the Write4Fun 

website www.write4fun.net. 

 

 

DOWNLOAD POSTER 

VISIT WEBSITE 
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