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It is fantastic to see so many parents and carers back volunteering at
the school. Please remember if you are a regular volunteer you must
have or be in the process of receiving your ‘Working With Vulnerable
People Card’ (WWVP). This requires people to undergo a background
(criminal history) check and become registered with the Office of
Regulatory Services (ORS) before they are allowed to work with children
on a regular basis. If you are volunteering 3 days in any 4-week period
or 7 days in any 12-month period, you are required to get a WWVP
card. You can apply for your card at; Access Canberra Webpage.
No registration is required for volunteer or visitor activities in
circumstances where:
o a regulated activity such as a child education service is not being
provided, or
o there is no contact with children, or
o contact would not reasonably be expected and is incidental, or
o contact is limited in frequency (up to 3 days per month or 7 days
per year), or
o contact is limited to
▪ telephone contact, or
▪ working with a record of the child

Activities which require registration include:
• People organising or assisting in school carnivals, concerts, music
events (eisteddfods, band extravaganzas) or assemblies
• Canteen workers (see previous references to the frequency test)
• Classroom support, e.g. art, craft, music, maths, literacy and
numeracy, reading, preparation of resources
• Computer support
• Clubs – for example: chess, science
• Dance tutors
• Excursions including transport (policies on excursions may also
apply)
• Library support
• Mentoring programs (mentors)
• Music tutors
• Outdoor adventures activities (the Outdoor Adventure Activities
Policy and Procedures may also apply)
• Reading tutors
• Sports coaching
• Sports events – for example: judges/officials (time
keeping/recording)
Please remember the Queen’s Birthday long weekend. School resumes
on Tuesday 15 June. There will be no Gowrie Gathering this week.

Have a Restful Weekend

Simon

The yearly voluntary contributions are a
very important component of our annual
funds and school budget.

This year the school is updating the
audio/visual system in the new hall with
funds received from voluntary
contributions. The P&C has generously
donated $5,000. As a result we have now
placed the order for the system. Any
further funds will also contribute to the
upgrade of they system. These updates will
help teachers and students to run engaging
assemblies and to efficiently use the space
as a clasroom for performing arts and PE
learning.

Thankyou to everyone for your generous
donations.

If you wish to make your contribution,
please contact the front office.

Deputy Principal’s Message

Message from the Deputy Principal
There are always lots of wonderful things happening in our school.
During the last fortnight, children and families have been involved in
the Book Fair, Gowrie Athletics Carnival, Harry Laing – Poet visit,
Rostrum Speech competition, Japanese Performance, Canteen Special
Lunch, a school review of our Professional Learning Communities, a
School Board and P&C meeting, and engaging lessons taught by our
preservice teachers from the University of Canberra! Thanks to all
students, parents and staff involved in organising and facilitating these
activities.
Preschool Assessment and Rating
We are very excited to announce that Gowrie Preschool received an
overall rating of EXCEEDING for our assessment and rating of the
preschool against the National Quality Standard (NQS). We were
provided with our final report which outlined how our nominated
supervisors, educational leaders and educators critically reflect on their
practice and engage meaningfully with our families and community to
drive quality improvement. We would like to thank all staff, students
and their families for their support and especially to our wonderful
preschool team Rene, Pip, Yumiko, Leanne, Amanda, Maureen and the
amazing Front Office team with their administrative support.
Semester 1 Parent/Teacher Interviews
In Week 10 from 21 – 24 June 2021 we will be offering Parent/Teacher
interviews to discuss your child’s progress and discuss strategies parents
can use to assist their child. As in previous years we are offering parents
the opportunity to book interviews through the online booking process.
A separate letter will be sent to parents today outlining how to access
the new system and book your interviews. I would like to sincerely thank
David Herbert, our Executive Teacher for coordinating the reporting
process and Stacey Harnas, our Administrative Officer who will be
coordinating the online interview process this year.

Professional Learning Communities (PLC)
Last week our school was visited by the Education Directorate’s Director
for School Improvement, Sue Norton, and our Instructional Mentors.
The focus for the meeting was the development and operation of PLCs
(Professional Learning Communities) in our school.
PLCs are formed when groups of educators are working together in
collaborative teams and take collective responsibility for student
learning. At Gowrie, our year group teachers meet in groups each week
to discuss the knowledge, skills and understanding that students are
expected to acquire. They later discuss the units of work, review
evidence of student learning and discuss what needs to happen to make
sure that all students are learning well across the year group. The whole
staff also meets as a PLC to discuss students, learning and how we can
improve outcomes for students in the school. Based on data and
evidence, some students may be invited to join in either targeted
support or enrichment opportunities.
Focus on Mathematics
In term 2, as part of our school’s improvement process, there will be
focus on enhancing children’s understanding and application of
mathematics. Catherine Moore and David Herbert joined other schools
from across the ACT to undertake professional learning in a program
called Finding the Balance. Professor Peter Sullivan from Monash
University is the lead presenter where staff will learn more about the
concept of inquiry mathematics, which focuses on making maths 'real'
for children. This professional learning activity will be ongoing
throughout the year, with both online and face-to-face workshops.
Angela Georgopoulos
Deputy Principal

Gulla Gulla News

In week 4, year 1 and 2 classes
went to the Toy incursion. Students
looked at different toys from the
past and listened to stories about
how they were played with.
Students loved getting to see all of
the different types of old toys and
had lots of fun playing with them at
the end.

1F and 1HD enjoyed conducting the walking water science experiment
as part of their procedure writing unit! As you can see they all loved
seeing the water ‘walk’ and mix. They then needed to write out the
procedure.

On Tuesday of week 7, Gulla Gulla students participated in the Athletics
carnival. Students got to have a go at lots of different track and fireld
events such as shot put, discus, long jump, running races and sprints.
Everyone showed great sportsman ship and house spirit.

Brindabella News
This term in the Junior unit we have been learning about
procedural writing. We have engaged in learning to help us
understand that procedures need to have certain features
including a title, equipment, materials and steps in order.
As a class we are interested in cooking, and we realised that
recipes are procedures.
FOLLOWING A PROCEDURE/RECIPE
We followed a recipe in the book Disgusting Eats.
It looked like worms in dirt but we cooked chocolate brownie
from the procedures on the packet and then followed the
procedure in the book to make it like worms in dirt.

WRITING OUR OWN RECIPE/PROCEDURE
We talked in class about the food we liked and agreed that Fried Rice
was probably delicious. As a class we brainstormed what foods and
equipment we would need to make fried rice and wrote our own
procedure to make it.
Odd week Fridays are cooking days and we put our procedure to the
test.

We used many skills to make our fried rice.
For many of us, we had never chopped
vegetables before.

We took turns chopping and adding ingredients to the frying pan.

Finally, we were able to eat and test if our procedure made a tasty
fried rice. The consensus was that it was delicious!

Merit Awards
Congratulations to all of this fortnight’s
Merit award recipients. Certificates will
be given out in assembly on Friday.

CLASS
KG
KH
1F
1HD
2B
2M
3D
3T
4S
4W
5/6B
5/6H
5/6HA
5/6W
4-6M
K-3L
5-6Ba
JAPANESE
ART

AWARDED TO
ATHLLON
Evelyn C
Flynn G
Rylan G
Thomas M
GULLA GULLA
Lilliana M
Thomas W
Isla W
Logan G
Joseph K
Millie S
Elodie H
Ryan F
LAMBRIGG
Lily R
Logan P
Indianna B
Harrison T
Imogen B
Min V C
Madison M
LANYON
Amelia B
Lukah S
Euan M
Laycie K
Cameron M
Celeste F
Amaya W
Evie I
Darcy R
BRINDABELLA
Kai L
Grace F
ARTS & LANGUAGE
Nichelle A (2A)
Seth W (4w)
Ashlyn N (5/6B)
Hamish M (KG)

P&C News

Canteen News

Community News

