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The end of the term has arrived. Gowrie Primary has again had a
successful term with many events to celebrate and highlight. The school
is physically looking fantastic and the learning that I am witnessing in
every classroom highlights the commitment of all teachers and the
engagement of students.
REPORTS AND INTERVIEWS
This last week of term finds teachers meeting with parents to discuss
semester 1 progress reports. Thank you to all parents who have
attended meetings. It’s a rich opportunity to share information about
your child and to celebrate their progress.

NAIDOC WEEK
This week we are celebrating NAIDOC week.
“NAIDOC stands for National Aborigines and Islanders Day Observance
Committee. Its origins can be traced to the emergence of Aboriginal
groups in the 1920′s which sought to increase awareness in the wider
community of the status and treatment of Indigenous Australians.
It is a time to celebrate Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultures
and an opportunity to recognise the contributions that Indigenous
Australians make to our country and our society”.
A NAIDOC assembly will occur on Friday 25 June. Students are also
participating in activities across the school.
The Music Bus
On Friday 18 June The Music Bus visited Gowrie Primary. Students from
K-6 enjoyed the variety of instruments provided in the demonstration
lesson. A communication was sent home on Friday, to gain interest in
the bus returning for weekly music lessons. Please note these are paid
by families not the school. If this is of interest, please return the note
ASAP. For further information please see the front office or visit
tiny.cc/themusicbus.

COVID-19 Pandemic and travel
As you would be aware, the COVID pandemic continues to impact
communities around the country. With the situation being at all times
fluid, it is important that we are all alert to national outbreaks,
exposure sites and all subsequent health and travel alerts announced
by ACT Health and other state health agencies.
Please be vigilant with any travel plans during the break and continue
to refer to the COVID-ACT webpage for up-to-date alerts, information
and potential impacts on travel plans, notification and isolation
requirements.
ENROLEMENTS
I am pleased to report there has been a large amount of interest in
2022 enrolments for Gowrie Primary School. If you have any friends or
family looking for 2022 enrolment, I encourage you to advise them to
make an appointment to visit so that we can inform them of the online
process for enrolment to gain a possible spot.
On a closing note I would like to wish all families a restful break. Enjoy
the holidays, stay safe and we will see you all back on Monday 12 July.
Kind regards,
Simon Smith
Principal

Deputy Principal’s Message
Message from the Deputy Principal
Disability Employment Expo
The National Disability Insurance Scheme provider Feros Care is hosting
the Step 2 Disability Employment Expo on 30 June 2021 from 10:00 am
to 3:00 pm at the Hellenic Club of Canberra (Woden). The expo will be
an opportunity for students with disability and their families to connect
with information, supports, employers, apprenticeships and
volunteering opportunities. Staff from the Directorate’s Careers and
VET team will also be present on the day and available to discuss
Australian School-based Apprenticeships and Australian
Apprenticeships. We encourage you to share information about this
expo with your students and their families. For more information, read
the Step2 Disability Employment Expo flyer (115 kb PDF).
Semester 1 Parent/Teacher Interviews
Thank you to all the parents and carers that attended our Semester 1
Parent/Teacher Interviews this week. We have had an overwhelming
response and appreciate the support parents provide in their child’s
educational journey. If you have been unable to make an interview this
week, please contact your child’s teacher and make alternate
arrangements.
Chief Minister’s Reading Challenge
There are now only five school weeks left for the 2021 Chief Minister’s
Reading Challenge. Student Reading Records including Whole Class
Reading Records must be collected by Friday 6 August from all
students/classes who have successfully read 30 books for Preschool to
Year 6. Schools with the highest percentage of participants in each
category who complete the Challenge will receive book vouchers from
Paperchain Bookstore. Winning schools will be invited to attend the
awards ceremony at the National Library of Australia. Please support
this very important initiative!!
Enjoy a safe and relaxing break and look forward to seeing all our
wonderful families for an exciting Term 3!!

Angela Georgopoulos
Deputy Principal

LIBRARY NEWS
SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR
Thank you to the School Community for once again embracing the
Scholastic Book Fair held during Week 6. More than $3200 worth of
books was sold, translating into $800 of Scholastic product to be
purchased during the next 12 months.
During weekly class borrowing, Gowrie students access a wide variety
of new books and at lunchtime, engage in a range of interesting
activities, aided by your continued support of our annual Book Fair.

TERM 3
As always Term 3 will be a busy time in the library as we celebrate the
importance of books in our lives. Book Week, Book Costume Parade as
well as Author visits by two well-known Australian authors (Junior and
Senior school) are all part of next term’s planned activities.
Students with overdue books have recently been issued an orange
reminder slip. Please have a look for these items and return them to the
library so they can be enjoyed by other Gowrie students.
The Library continues to have the committed book-covering expertise
of Teri Maynard. We would not be able to continue to offer the volume
of new books (as well as vital repair of older ones) without Teri’s weekly
commitment. Thanks Teri, you’re a STAR!!

Happy Reading,
Wendy Wheeler
Library Resources Manager

YEAR 3 EXCURSION
Year 3 attended an information session at the National Capital
Exhibition. We learned about the history of Canberra and the
significance of our national landmarks. We looked at a 3D map of
Canberra and discovered how and why Canberra was planned to
meet the needs of our nation’s capital.
We were also lucky enough to enjoy a walk around the
Parliamentary Triangle. We used a map to locate important
landmarks and to guide us back to the bus.
A great day was had by all. The year 3 teachers were very proud of
the way the students demonstrated all the values of PBL. They
were exceptional listeners who showed a positive attitude and
genuine curiosity in learning about our city.

K-Year 3 Swimming Program Term 3
Royal Life Saving ACT is once again offering Gowrie students a chance to
participate in their swimming Program in week 10 of term 3. Students
in Kindergarten and Year one will be participating in the Swim and
Survive program at a cost of $112.00 for 5 one hour sessions at
Tuggeranong Leisure Centre. Students in Years 2 and 3 will be
participating in the Aqua Safe Water Safety and Awareness program.
This program consists of both classroom-based theory lessons and 5
one hour pool sessions. As in previous years, the Education Directorate
has ensured available funding for each and every public year 2 student
in the ACT. This provision means that the cost per student is just $50.
Due to Covid last year and the cancellation of the program, our current
year 3 students have been offered the same subsidised program.
Detailed notes will be sent out early term 3 for registration and
payment for the program.

Swim Program Coordinators
Amanda Horne, Lyn Cleaver and Sally Burling

P&C News
Hello Gowrie families. It’s already halfway through the 2021 school
year, so seems like a good time for a P&C update. For those who may
be new to Gowrie Primary, the P&C is a group of volunteers who work
hard to provide services to the school and our Gowrie families, such as
the uniform shop, fun community events and of course our key
fundraising activities. Any funds raised go towards supporting the
school – in recent years the P&C has contributed donations towards the
purchase of learning resources, such as new home readers and
Chromebooks for the school, as well as a donation towards the Year 6
graduation fund each year. This year the P&C is also making a donation
to support the school in upgrading the audio visual equipment for the
new hall.
Upcoming Events
As restrictions have eased and 2021 has seen a return of many
“normal” activities, we are excited about hosting some fun events for
the Gowrie community. So far this year, we have been able to
successfully hold our Easter raffle and the Mother’s Day gift stall.
Coming up in Term 3 we will be holding a Father’s Day gift stall, and I’m
pleased to report that plans are underway to again hold the Gowrie
Colour Run later in the year! This has previously been a highly
successful community event, and we’re looking forward to another
great one this year. More details will be advised as we get closer to
these events.
Other Fundraising Activities
In addition to these events, we have a number of ongoing fundraising
partnerships that run in the background all year long. There are
promotions for the purchase of Entertainment memberships or other
products via certain links or using codes – these provide a percentage
of money spent back to the Gowrie P&C fundraising cause. Another
continuous partnership you will have seen promoted recently is with
the Southern Cross Club Community Rewards scheme. This also
provides a percentage of expenditure back to the P&C, if you have
linked your membership card to Gowrie Primary with the club. Please
consider supporting the school by utilising these partnerships where
possible. We also look forward to offering some delicious food-based
product drives in the second half of the year.

Orders and Payment Types used at the School
There are a number of different payment options available to
parents/carers at the school, which can lead to confusion as to who and
what you are paying for. Below is a brief explanation to assist you:
Gowrie P&C:
• The P&C use Qkr! to manage uniform and fundraising
orders and payments. This is the preferred method of
payment, as we endeavour to be cashless where possible.
• Please find attached a Qkr! flyer with easy step
instructions on how to access the application.
Payments to Gowrie Primary School:
• Direct deposits to the school’s account, or payment by
cash to the front office, go directly to the school – for
example, voluntary contributions, book packs, excursions
etc. This is separate to the P&C.
Canteen:
• Mel’s Canteen is a separate business contracted to the
school and is not connected to the P&C.
• Orders and payments are made through
the Flexischools app, but they also accept bank transfer to
their nominated account.
The P&C appreciates the continued support of our families, friends and
Gowrie Primary School community – thank you! We are also always
delighted to welcome new faces and more pairs of hands to the P&C,
so if you’ve ever thought about coming along, please join us at our next
meeting on 2nd August.
Natalie Roseworn
P&C Fundraising Coordinator

Canteen News

Hi Gowrie Parents and carers.

If you are looking for work, Mels canteen has an opening for a casual
staff member to start in Term 3.
If you are interested, can you please contact Mel Donnell via email with
a resume and availability.

Kind Regards
Melinda Donnell
Mels Canteen and catering

PH: 0481226960
EMAIL: contactus@melscanteen.com
ABN: 237 407 207 15

Kind Regards
Mel Donnell
Mels Canteen

YMCA News

New Halls!
Next term we will be splitting the halls into Senior and Junior halls.
Children in K.1 and 2 will be in the Junior hall and move to the new
hall. Children in 3.4.5.6 will be in the Senior hall and stay in the old
hall.

Please pick up your child from their respective halls if you are
collecting before 5:15pm. After 5:15 all children will be in the old hall.
On both Thursday and Friday these two halls will be combined and all
children will be in the old hall.

We are looking forward to these exciting changes!

