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Principal’s Message
Dear Parents and Carers,
Further formal communications will be sent in relation to COVID 19
updates and details relating to ACT Government Schools. However, I
thought I would share the words from Holy Spirit Primary to their
community. Holy Spirit is currently in full lockdown and no students are
attending on site learning. The following is a communication the
community received that I think we here at Gowrie can also take
comfort in.

The coming days and weeks will undoubtedly continue to challenge us
all, but please be assured that as a community, Gowrie Primary stands
committed and ready to ensure that we confront these challenges and
continues to deliver a safe, supportive, caring and productive learning
environment for all of our students, all be it online.
We thank you for your support, hope that you are safe and healthy and
look forward to having the students return to school as soon as
possible.
Stay safe
Simon

Deputy Principal’s Message
Message from the Deputy Principal
We understand that this is a challenging time for many families and want
to reassure you that the school is here to support you while students are
learning at home. Please find below some important information about
remote learning.
Learning from Home
Teachers are providing quality teaching and learning activities for
students to access each week as well as a suggested timetable. Again,
please use these resources flexibly and as a guide to suit your family. We
know that the structure of our work day does not necessarily mirror your
day of learning at home, and that is okay. Families should continue to
focus on the wellbeing of their children.
Communication
Teachers will be using weekly Google Meets, Google Classrooms, SeeSaw
and/or StoryPark, email and phone calls to communicate with you and
their students. If you require assistance with your child's learning, then
please contact the classroom teacher directly. If you have general
feedback or if you need assistance with other matters, then please call
the Front Office. Maintaining regular contact with our students and their
families is essential to ensuring they remain connected to the school and
are supported with their Learning from Home program.
Telehealth Services
It is a difficult time, and it's understandable if your child is anxious or
worried. If they need additional support the ACT Education Directorate
has arranged for psychologists to be available via telehealth sessions to
public school students.
To access a session call 6205 1559 between 9:00am – 4:30pm or book
online https://bit.ly/3CO7Rbv. There are also a range of services
available for the whole ACT Community https://bit.ly/3CIO1ym.
Stay home, stay safe and look after yourselves!!

Angela Georgopoulos
Deputy Principal

Kindergarten News
SCIENCE AND CAMPING
This term we have started our Science Unit on the “Properties of
Materials”. We have been looking at how materials change and if they
are strong, can bend or crush, can stay wet or dry. We have enjoyed our
science lessons with Mrs Taylor. We have connected our Science unit to
our play spaces and have set up a daytime camping scene and a nighttime camping scene. We use our camping spaces as part of our Literacy
and Writing Groups and as part of our Narrative explorations.

BUCKET BAND
We have been enjoying bucket band with Mrs Cleaver. We have been
using rhythm and beat to play to music. We hope to share our bucket
band music with the school community at assembly soon.

GROSS MOTOR AND ACTIVE MATHS
Earlier in the term we participated in our Gross Motor program in the
hall. We enjoyed working in groups across both the Kindy classes and
rotating through the activities. We also engaged in Active Maths and
had to count our way through a variety of balancing, locomotor and
gross motor activities. We have been focusing on counting forwards,
backwards and skip counting to 100.

AURA PARKER AUTHOR VISIT
We thoroughly enjoyed our online author visit experience with Aura
Parker. Aura was very impressed with how engaged and respectful the
Kindy classes were, and she loved reading her stories with us. She
taught us how to draw a Meerkat and a Glow Worm. She showed us her
studio in her basement in Sydney. We look forward to reading more of
Aura’s books in the future.

Lanyon Home Learning
Lockdown may be challenging, but it can lead to many inventive
moments and inspire some creative ideas.
Hamish S has invented a Hover Car which will help to reduce the need
for rubber tyres. Below is his diagram of the Hover Car. His design
demonstrates scientific knowledge such as physics and magnetism and
he has carefully thought about the design and shape of his Hover Car so
that is may glide through the air with as little resistance as possible.

Haydn J’s invention is something that we all could
use when we eventually get to travel again! The
Grav-o-tron removes all of the weight from the
object that it is placed on. Take for example, you
have a box [or suitcase] filled with very heavy stuff.
The Grav-o-tron is a handle that you can hold. If you
put on that heavy object, click the big green button.
The Grav-o-tron will turn on and remove the objects
weight and make it very, very easy to hold and carry.
This could help with transport and moving objects.
The price of buying one of these would cost around
$13,000. The neodymium magnet would cost around
$1,800. All of the energy of the machine would cost
around $3400. All the wiring and bionics would cost
around $8,000. The total amount for a Grav-o-tron
would cost a lot of money because it's extraordinary.

Sophie L created her own movement
circuit to help keep herself active during
lockdown. She has included some drills
and exercises from netball, goal shooting
practise and trampolining.

More creative inventions from Lanyon Students!
Kai’s Bin Man invention will save you time and
energy! Hopefully it is pre-programmed to
remember what days to put the bins out!

Owen F’s idea is to inject people with vaccines via
food. It will enable people to avoid getting the
needle, which may hurt. Get vaccinated whilst filling
your belly! It will also be cost effective!

Introducing The Llama Translator by Lucy F
The reason for this invention is so humans can understand and talk
with Llamas. The function is we record lots of Llamas and what sound
they make when they are acting or wanting. This will be bought by
Llama carers and zoos and farmers to communicate and connect with
the Llamas. The estimated cost would be 2-3 million dollars worth of
recording llamas, engineering, getting someone to engineer it and
resources and llama food and accommodation.

Library News

LIBRARY NEWS
During the past fortnight, K-6 students have had the opportunity to
meet one of two renowned Australian authors visiting our Library.
Years 4-6 welcomed prolific Canberra writer Jack Heath, author of more
than 30 Young Adult novels. Jack not only entertained us with readings
from his latest comedy novel but emphasised the importance of
including others to provide feedback during our editing process.

Author/Illustrator Aura Parker, spent Virtual time with our K-3 students,
from her Sydney studio. Aura shared with us the inspiration she draws
from nature to create her beautiful characters in such books as Twig,
Cocoon, Meerkat Splash and Goodnight, Glow Worms. She showed
photos of her visit to Taronga Zoo where, covered in mealworms, she
became a tasty treat for the Meerkats!!
We were fortunate to be led through the steps to draw characters from
some of Aura’s beautiful picture books, in our very own illustration
workshop.

Next week is Book Week. We will still be celebrating as a School. The
Library will be sharing our Short-Listed books and we’d love you to get in
the spirit by still dressing up as a Book Character on Wednesday. Look
out for communication coming home from your class teachers.

Happy Reading,
Wendy Wheeler
Library Resources Manager

Band News

Last week, the year 5 band attended a combined band at Fadden
Primary. It was exciting for the students to play with lots of different
and unfamiliar instruments. They sounded particularly good with the
'rounds' that they performed.

SWIMMING REMINDER K-3

Royal Life Saving Swim School: Term 3
We have received an email from the Program Manager to say at this
stage Gowrie Primary School is still booked in for swimming lessons in
Week 10. Of course, this may change as the weeks go on. For now it is
going ahead.
Parents of students in Kindergarten to Year 3 can still register for the
swim program in Week 10. The portal is still open for you to register
your child/ren in the program at Tuggeranong Leisure Centre.
If for any reason you haven’t received an email or a note, or you need
support registering online, please contact the Front Office or one of the
Swim Program Coordinators.
Please remember that the portal will be closed by the Royal Life Saving
Team on Wednesday the 8th of September and no registrations can
take place after this date.
Swim Program Coordinators
Amanda Horne, Lyn Cleaver and Sally Burling

P&C News

Due to the current circumstances with lockdown in the ACT, the
planned Father's Day stall will not be going ahead, as per the last
communication. We apologise for any inconvenience and hope to be
able to hold some other events next term.

We hope everyone in the Gowrie community stays well and safe during
this period."

Many thanks,
Natalie

Community News

