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Principal’s Message
Dear Parents and Carers,
We have come to the end of a very difficult, cold school term. Teachers and students are
ready for a break to re charge for semester 2. Gowrie Primary is looking forward to
semester 2, with more COVID restrictions easing.
Parliament House

On Thursday 23 June, I had the pleasure of taking two year 3 students to parliament
house, Owen Searle and Alex Utterly. Owen had done an outstanding piece of artwork
depicting Canberra before settlement and after. A feature of the artwork was Parliament
House. Owen and Alex had the pleasure of presenting the artwork to the member for
Bean, David Smith. Mr Smith is proudly now displaying the artwork in his office at
Parliament house. Both boys represented Gowrie Primary with pride and honour. Well
done to both students.
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Staff Planning (Pupil Free) Days in Term 3
Thank you for your support in term 2. We are pleased to have transitioned back to more
usual school activities and have welcomed the easing of some COVID-19 restrictions.

ACT public schools have continued to face workload pressures with higher than usual
staff and student absences due to the ongoing presence of COVID-19 and seasonal flu in
the community.
We expect these workforce pressures will continue through the colder months of the
year.
This has often meant school leaders and teachers are taking extra class time to cover staff
absences. We value and appreciate everyone's commitment to our students during these
challenging times.
The Directorate is supporting ACT public schools with two sector-wide staff planning days
in term 3.

Having all schools across the public system hold their staff planning on the same day is in
response to community feedback and will better support parents whose children attend
different schools.
Where possible, we ask that students do not attend school on these days. Students who
can't stay at home will be able to attend school and be supervised while undertaking
general learning activities.
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Please register your child via phone on 6142 1960 or email gowp@gowrieps.act.edu.au if
your child will be attending school on these days.

If you have any further questions about public school staff planning days, please reach
out to our front office.
Enrolments
If you forgot to enrol your child or young person in an ACT public school for next year,
don’t panic. Enrolments remain open throughout the year. You can find out more
information and apply online. Support are also available from this school or by calling the
Enrolments Telephone Service weekdays on 6205 5429.

I would like to thank everybody for their support through these incredibly tough times.

As more restrictions ease, there are exciting events happening at Gowrie Primary for the
remainder of 2022. Please continue to read newsletters, communication boards and any
other communication that may be sent home. The school Facebook page is a great way to
stay informed of the happenings at Gowrie Primary School and also enjoy the events and
learning taking place.

Have a safe and restful holiday.

School resumes on Monday July 18.

Simon
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Deputy Principal’s Message

Message from the Deputy Principal

Semester 1 Parent/Teacher Interviews
Thank you to all the parents and carers that attended our Semester 1 Parent/Teacher
Interviews this week. We have had an overwhelming response and appreciate the
support parents provide in their child’s educational journey. If you have been unable to
make an interview this week, please contact your child’s teacher and make alternate
arrangements.

URFaB Program and Professional Learning
Next term our school will be participating in the URFaB – Understanding and Responding
to Feelings and Behaviour Program for Yr 1/2 students and their families. This program
aims to support children to understand their emotions, build problem solving skills and
support parents to develop skills to support their children when experiencing strong
emotions. Families involved will be participating in the 9-week program in Term 3 for a 2
hour weekly group program involving a child group, a parent/carer group and a group
with parents and carers and children together. The staff have also been involved in two
professional learning sessions Understanding and Managing Challenging Behaviours and
Emotional Coaching.

Chief Minister’s Reading Challenge
There are now only five school weeks left for the 2022 Chief Minister’s Reading Challenge.
Student Reading Records including Whole Class Reading Records must be collected by
Friday 19 August from all students/classes who have successfully read 30 books for
Preschool to Year 6. Schools with the highest percentage of participants in each category
who complete the Challenge will receive book vouchers from Paperchain Bookstore.
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Winning schools will be invited to attend the awards ceremony at the National Library of
Australia. Please support this very important initiative!!

2022 NDIS Expo – Thursday 4 August 2022 from 5 – 7pm
NDIS (National Disability Insurance Scheme) Expo is at The Woden School on Thursday 4
August from 5:00 pm to 7:00 pm. The Woden School, together with Black Mountain
School, invite you to attend an evening with NDIS providers and organisations to
showcase after school care, support workers, holiday programs and post school options
for students.
The event will be a fantastic opportunity for parents and carers to meet with a range of
NDIS providers and find out what they have to offer. For more information, contact The
Woden School on 6142 0200 or email Tina Wilson at tina.wilson@ed.act.edu.au.

Enjoy a safe and relaxing break and look forward to an exciting Term 3!!

Angela
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Merit Awards
Congratulations to all of this fortnight’s
Merit award recipients.

ATHLLON
KG
KH

Evie B
Nicholle A

Rose G
Levi H

BRINDABELLA
K-2L
2-4B

Jonathan K
Bianca L
GULLA GULLA

1F
1HB
2B
2M

Eli N
Carly M
Sonny O
Reuben S

Scarlett W
Thomas M
Toby S
Cooper V

LAMBRIGG
3H
3W
4D
4W

Eamon R
George D
Lily R
Leo G

Milli S
Blair M
Billy W
Mitchell J

LANYON
5/6H
5/6M
5/6T
5/6W

Imogen B
Sean C
Olivia C
Toja G

Ben D

Lillibeth O
Lucy O
Josh R

OTHER
JAPANESE

Amelia B (5/6H)

Blake N (3H)

8|Page

Library News
DR CAMERON STELZER
This week popular author Dr Cameron Stelzer spent the day in our library hosting writing
workshops for our Year 4 – 6 students. As the author/illustrator of more than 30 books,
Dr Cameron lead students in Exciting, Descriptive Writing activities with Year 4 focusing
on weaving suspense and action into their writing. It was a great opportunity for our
senior students to hear directly from an author whose books are regularly borrowed from
our library.
Cameron Stelzers’ series include The Stroogle, SOS, Scallyways and Pie Rats. For those
interested in purchasing signed and personalised books, look out for the order form
coming home this week or contact the library.
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NAIDOC WEEK
The first week of July sees the celebration of NAIDOC Week. We are fortunate our library
holds a wide range of quality books featuring Indigenous Authors and Illustrators,
showcasing the history and achievements of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples.
As NAIDOC Week falls in the Winter break, Gowrie’s Library has the opportunity to
promote these books in a month-long display.
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OVERDUE NOTICES
It has been wonderful to have students returning regularly to the library since February.
A high volume of borrowing also means several hundred overdue books by the end of
Term 2.

Students with overdue books have been issued with bright blue notices. Please look out
for these notes and return the relevant books to the library prior to the holiday.

Happy Reading (and Holidays!!),
Wendy Wheeler
Library Resources Manager
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K-2L Excursion to Magic Mania
On Tuesday 28 June, K-2L were lucky to be invited to the MAGIC MANIA show.
We used this opportunity to practice our skills
in road safety, which we have been learning
about this term.
Students had to remember to stay with their
teachers and look both ways before we crossed
the road and in the carpark at the Woden Southern Cross Club for this exciting event.

Here we are holding hands and crossing
the road at the pedestrian crossing.

Some of our students even had the opportunity to assist the magicians onstage with their
performance.
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4D Excursion

Lanyon Homestead

On Wednesday the fifteenth of June 4D and 4W attended an excursion to Lanyon
homestead. We explored what life was like being a convict and discovered interesting
artefacts.

Our first activity was going out to the paddock and exploring what life was like being a
convict. Before we turned into hard working convicts we learned about the
Murrumbidgee river, trees that the Europeans planted, some of the animals that lived
there and the punishment that convicts got. After they finished talking the man took his
name tag off and turned into mean Mr Wright. He made us march in a straight line then
we were given our convict clothes. He did not care if they fitted or not you just got given
any size and had to deal with it. After we all quickly put our shirts on he called out our
convict names and we got our name tags.

Once we all were standing in a straight line with our name tags on we marched to go and
start our jobs. One of the jobs was measuring fourteen ounces of wheat and you were
not allowed to drop any seeds. The second job was holding a big wooden platform on our
shoulders. We had to carry water hanging off the sides. The third job was building hurdles
for the sheep. We had medium sticks and big long sticks to join them all together, to make
a hurdle. The fourth job was gardening. There were three different tools: rakes, shovels
and hoes. We had to make the dirt flat to grow crops.

The second activity was writing and recording about artefacts that were dug up at
Lanyon. The artefacts that we could write about were: a buckle, a tiny spoon, some
dominos, a pot lid and a magnifying glass. I chose the buckle to write about. It looked
very rusted and bumpy.
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After we finished writing about the artefacts we went on a big walk to a barn where we
were being cultural heritage architects. It was really fun, we were drawing what the barn
looked like on the outside. After we walked around the back to the door and then we
went inside. Inside there were a lot of really cool things like a golden shiny buckle, an old
seat, convict clothes, a broken teapot and tools that were made by a blacksmith.

We had a great time at Lanyon Homestead. It was an amazing experience. I hope to come
back soon. It helped a lot with our inquiry. I learned lots of new things.

by Summer Haines
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Yr 5/6 Excursion to
Parliament House and Questacon
Last Thursday, 24/6/22, Years 5 and 6 went on an excursion to Australian Parliament
House and Questacon.

First we went to Parliament House. It looked really cool and
fancy from the outside. We went through the bag check screening (which took a
little while) and then we split off into two groups and followed our guides.

We first went to the House of Representatives. Then we went to the Senate. We have
never seen so much red and green before! It was so much fun going into these red and
green parliament rooms and seeing where they do their bills.

Did you know there are 2000 clocks throughout Parliament House and it cost a billion
dollars (back in 1981) to build? The longest hallway in Parliament House is 800 metres
long and the combined total distance of all the hallways is 20km. When the bells ring,
signalling for the members to vote on a bill, they have four minutes to get to the right
place - so they have to be quick!

After that, we met with our member of parliament David Smith who told us all about his
role and answered some of our questions. Some fun facts about our member of
parliament include: his favourite bird is the Gang Gang Cockatoo and he goes for NSW
in the State of Origin. He also has never been late and locked out of voting on a bill which is great! He has an office on Anketell Street in Tuggeranong Town Centre and
holds discussions with the community about local issues to take back to Parliament
House.
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Fortunately, our trip was only getting better. When we made it to Questacon, we
first had our lunch, then we played around for a bit, then we went inside
Questacon. We then dropped off our bags, and split up again. Firstly, we went to
gallery 6, it was a lot of fun. Then we worked our way up to the other galleries
and played on the other exhibits. We had a really good time and hope we can visit
again soon. We hope you enjoy these photos from our excursion.

Thank you to Amelia Boyce, Noah Jenson and Fraser Wilson for contributing their
ideas to this article.

General tour including the House of Representatives and the Senate
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Students participated in a role paly involving he debating and voting of a bill.
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The bill was about the installation of air conditioning in primary schools. Students played
a role as either a government member, opposition member or cross bench member.

Some students fulfilled special roles as Speaker, Sergeant-at-arms and Usher of the Black
Rod. As they debated and voted on the bill, the students learnt the intricacies of the lawmaking process in the Australian Parliament.
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Questacon!
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Yr 5/6 Netball Gala Day

Two teams of year 5/6 students competed in a Netball gala day on Friday 24 June. Both
teams demonstrated great sportsmanship and represented Gowrie well.

One team was undefeated on the day, providing the best possible chance to be entered
into the ACT finals day later in the year.

Thankyou to all parents who helped with transport.

Special thanks to Izzy Graham (Year 6 2021) who came along to umpire, as well as Celeste
who managed the second team on the day.
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Important News

If your child arrives for school after 9am, please direct them to the front office and their
arrival time will be amended.

Thankyou
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School photos will be delivered to Gowrie in week 2.
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P&C News

Did you know that you can wine & dine out while helping the school at the same time?
Thanks to the Canberra Southern Cross Club's Community Rewards program, 7.5% of your
food & drink spend will come back to directly support the school.

All you have to do is:
* Be a member of the Canberra Southern Cross Club
* Link your membership to Gowrie Primary in their Community Rewards program (via this
link https://csccmarketing.wufoo.com/forms/sz728280bssz1c/ or by asking when you're
in the club)
*Swipe your card when ordering food & drinks
*Enjoy your meal!
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YMCA News

The Y Canberra region is running vacation care all across Canberra for next School
holidays from 4th July to 15th July 2022.
Please visit the link below to find the one that is convenient you.
https://ymcacanberra.org.au/school-aged-care-programs/
If you have any queries regarding bookings and enrolment, please contact the CS team on
(02) 6242 4040
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GOWRIE OSHC Newsletter Term II 2022

The Y and Gowrie OSHC would like to welcome all the new families to the service and
extends big thank you to all the existing family for their continuous support.
Programming and Story Park
This term at Gowrie OSHC, we focused on implementing Curriculum planning cycle while
planning our weekly activities. We included different areas of learning such as
Sustainability & recycling, STEAM, Literacy & Numeracy and Physical Wellbeing. While
planning weekly activities we considered learning outcomes outlined on My Time and Our
Place, Framework for OSHC. We incorporated children voice & educators and parents’
feedback into planning as well. Story park is an online portal that the Y uses to
communicate to OSHC and ELC family across Canberra. Gowrie OSHC post any important
communication to family through this portal. You might have noticed this term we are
writing individual and group learning stories regularly on story park. This gives you an idea
what your child is enjoying, learning and achieving during their time at Before and After
school care. If you have not received any story park notification, please contact our
coordinator to add you to the portal so you can access communication through it.

Attention Please!
Due to allergies within the service and to ensure we are maintaining a safe environment
for all enrolled, we unfortunately request that all pets are left outside of the premises. This
is also to allow for us to comply with our safety policy surrounding pets within the service.
If you have any issues surrounding this, please feel free to reach out to Salina.
During drop off and collection please ensure that you are signing your child/ren in and out
of the service. Should you have any issues feel free to ask any of the educators in the
service for assistance or feel free to reach out to our CS team on 02 6242 4040.
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What’s Coming up!
Pyjama Dance Party at After School Care (ASC) on Friday- 01/07/2022 at 3:45 – 5:00.
We are going to end term II with a dance party at ASC. Please send a pair of pyjamas for
that day, we can help them get changed at ASC. Parents and Guardians are most welcome
to join in. Casual booking will be open for that day if it is not your children’s regular day.
Please make the booking in advance. Snacks provided to all!
YMCA Gowrie OSHC
Mobile: 0404635730
Email g.oshc@ymca.org.au

Some of our favourite memories from Term 2

Handprints of active children
and educators, Galaxy jars,
Sustainability Scavenger Hunt,
Fun with balloons, Comic book writing.
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Community News
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